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Bloodborne Pathogens Definition:

Bloodborne Pathogens means pathogenic microorganisms that are present in 
human blood and can cause disease in humans.  

These pathogens include, but are not limited to, hepatitis B virus (HBV) and 
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).  (www.osha.gov)



 An infected person does not have outward physical signs 
or symptoms; it is even possible that symptoms may never 
occur.

 An infected person can feel completely fine and spread 
the disease without even knowing it.



ALL blood and bodily fluids should 
be treated as if they are infectious.

Never handle blood or bodily fluids without protecting yourself first.



HIV
Human Immunodeficiency Virus

HIV is the virus that causes AIDS.  This virus is passed from one person to another 
through blood-to-blood and sexual contact.  (http://aids.about.com) 

HBV
Hepatitis B Virus

HBV is the liver-infecting virus that causes the acute (sudden and sometimes short-
lived) and chronic (long-lasting) forms of hepatitis B.  (http://hepatitis.about.com) 

HCV
Hepatitis C Virus

Inflammation of the liver due to the hepatitis C virus (HCV), which is usually spread 
by blood transfusion, hemodialysis and needle sticks.  (http://medterms.com) 
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The common thread between bloodborne 
pathogens is that they are all transmitted 
in the same fashion: through contact with 
infected blood or bodily fluids



In order to contract the diseases, the 
infected blood or fluids must actually enter 
your own body, either through an opening 
such as the eyes, nose or mouth or via a cut 
or abrasion.  Your skin itself is a protective 
barrier against the viruses.

In the school environment the risk is 
minimal, but it still exists nonetheless.



Always know where your First 
Aid Kit is.
Make sure that it is fully stocked.



BEFORE helping an injured 
person, ALWAYS put on a fresh, 
new pair of disposable gloves.

If you are helping multiple 
people, use a new set for each
person.



When you are assisting an injured person, try 
to have them do as much as they can by 
themselves by applying direct pressure to the 
wound and placing a barrier between you and 
the blood (i.e. tissue, paper towel, etc.).

.



Send someone or call the nurse in your 
building for help.



Procedures for cleaning up:

 Always wear disposable gloves

 As much as possible, use disposable materials (paper towels, tissues, etc.) and 
dispose of all materials in a nearby trash can (including gloves) according to 
the Washington South Supervisory Union Required Policy #6 (Please visit: 
http://www.wssu.org/admin/wssubrd/WSSUPolicyGovernancePolicies.pdf). 

 Wash your hands as soon as possible after removing gloves.

 Contact the Maintenance Director at Ext. 4132 immediately for the cleaning 
of large amounts of blood or bodily fluids.

 If you are exposed to blood or other bodily fluids, immediately wash the area 
thoroughly with soap and water and report the incident to your School Nurse 
as soon as possible.
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